)N planning a mural for the lobby of the Pfizer 
World Headquarters Building the management 

& of Chas. Pfizer & Co., Inc. believed that the 
work should be a meaningful one that would at once 
inspire, educate and stimulate. 

With the selection of Nikos Bel-Jon, an artist was 
chosen whose work met the standards and objectives 
that had been established. The mural, made entirely 
of metals and colored with light, integrates with the 


modern design of the Pfizer building while comple- 
menting the open feeling of the lobby. 

The secret of Bel-Jon’s exclusive art technique is 
illusion — an illusion of form achieved by the refrac- 
tion and diffusion of light from the many and varied 
angles of the buffed and burnished metal surfaces. 
Another illusion is the feeling of motion. As one 
moves past the mural, which was created in the 
artists New York studio, the color and design of 


the work seem to change because of the many angles 
of reflectivity. Depending on the time of day, the 
colors span an ever-changing spectrum. 

The body of the 14 x 36-foot mural is a play of 
vivid color on the large raised metal shapes resem- 
bling laboratory glassware. The effect is that of view- 
ing scenes and objects of a scientific nature—both old 
and new—through laboratory flasks and beakers. This 
impression is achieved by working the metal sur- 


faces with abrasives—a handful of steelwool is like a 
paintbrush to Bel-Jon. 

The background is made up of thousands of hand- 
cut individually-set metal tiles. Against this mosaic, 
figures representing medical progress—from the dawn 
of civilization to the emergence of the antibiotic era— 
are depicted. The primary metal used is aluminum, 
with various alloys of copper, brass, bronze and tin- 
plated steel most evident in the frieze. Great techni- 


cal skill was required in preparing the metals and in 
applying the final protective coat to assure a perma- 
nent finish. 

Nikos Bel-Jon’s approach to the mural is quite lit- 
eral for in this fashion he successfully communicates 
his desire to bring a lasting awareness and deep ap- 
preciation of past accomplishments to the young 
people of today—and tomorrow. 


